
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 2020 
   

ABC Byelaws Update  
 
The ABC Board has approved changes to the ABC Byelaws. You can find details of the changes below 
and view the updated ABC Byelaws on our website.  
 
 

 
1.  Resignation / cancellation of a registered product 

 
The changes: 

- Provide clarity to the notice and consequences of the timing of resigning a product. 

- Minimise the scenarios where issued certificates fail to be audited or inspected due to a 
premature resignation or cancellation.   

 

Shading denotes new text. 

Section 9: RESIGNATION / CANCELLATION [extract] 

a. You may resign a product’s registration and/or your membership as long as there is no complaint, audit, inspection 
or Fees outstanding against the product.  

i.  You are expected to give a minimum of three months written notice of a request to resign. 

ii.  Any outstanding audits or inspections in relation to issued certificates must be completed within 6 months 
of the request to resign. This includes any certificates that had been issued at the time of the request to 
resign for which the audit had yet to be arranged. 

iii.  If the outstanding audit or inspection is not completed within this timescale: 
  

- We will withdraw the certificate(s) in question and publish a statement confirming the withdrawal for 
failure to complete an audit or inspection. 

- You will be liable for a cancellation fee equal to the fee for the audit or inspection that would have been 
carried out on the issued certificate(s). 

Note: As detailed under byelaw 4b, the product’s annual subscription will not be refunded in whole or part if its 
registration ceases part way through the year.

https://www.abc.org.uk/reporting-standards/byelaws
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b. We may cancel or suspend a product’s registration and/or your membership because of non-compliance with 
relevant Byelaws or Reporting Standards. 

i. Prior to cancellation, if we are unable to complete an audit or inspection on any issued certificates (including 
any certificates that had been issued for which the audit had yet to be arranged): 

 
- We will withdraw the certificate(s) in question and publish a statement confirming the withdrawal for 

failure to complete an audit or inspection. 

- You will be liable for a cancellation fee equal to the fee for the audit or inspection that would have been 
carried out on the issued certificate(s). 

Note: As detailed under byelaw 4b, the product’s annual subscription will not be refunded in whole or part if its 
registration ceases part way through the year. 
 

Section 5: AUDITS AND RETURN [extract] 

f) If we are not able to complete an audit or inspection in relation to a product then we reserve the right to cancel 
the product’s registration and withdraw any ABC certificates upon which an audit or inspection was not 
completed. Please refer to section 9b for further details. 

  
 

2.  Publicity – change to terminology around certification 

To cover situations where an ABC certificate might not be published on our website, the terminology 
under our publicity byelaws has been expanded to reference issued certificates.  

 

Shading denotes new text, strike-through denotes deleted text. 

Section 3: Publicity [extract] 

ABC Logo 
3(b): You can only use the ABC Logo when we have authorised you in writing to do so, in relation to Registered Products 

with a published an issued ABC Certificate. 
 

i. You cannot use the ABC Logo in relation to a Registered Product until we have published issued that product’s 
first ABC Certificate.  

ii. If a product ceases to be ABC registered you must stop using the ABC Logo immediately. 

iii. If more than 18 months has elapsed since the end of the period covered by your last published issued ABC 
certificate then you must stop using the ABC Logo.  

 
ABC Advertisements 
3(c): Any use of ABC Advertisements must not be likely to convey a misleading association with ABC. 
 

You may only publish ABC advertisements in Registered Products which have a published an issued ABC certificate, 
unless we have agreed otherwise in writing. 

 
Use of ABC Data or Information 
3(d): ABC Data or Information must be presented in a clear and reasonable manner that is not likely to mislead. 
 

In relation to any data or information sourced or attributed to ABC: 

i. The data or information must have been published issued by us 
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